3-5-08 – Father Bozek’s website letter to parishioners and friends
Voice from the Desert, ST. LOUIS (MO)
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
As a Catholic priest I am often called “Father.” Being a relatively young person, for a
long time I have felt somewhat uncomfortable with this title, maybe realizing that the
depth of the spiritual journey of many people from all my parishes is something that I
can only admire and aspire to. However, in recent weeks and months I have been finding
myself using the metaphor of the family more frequently than ever. I guess it just grows
on you.
After hearing it and saying it so many times, one cannot help but start thinking of the
Church in terms of a family, especially when one speaks of a Parish family. As a
Parish priest I have baptized many infants and children with so much hope and
potential before them. As a parish priest I have witnessed many marriages and share the
joys of love that is ready to conquer all obstacles.
Unfortunately, I have also listened to stories of spousal and family abuse, when one of
the spouses, more often the wife, faces an extremely painful dilemma: faithfulness to the
vows and commitment of marriage or protection of oneself and one’s children. No matter
how destructive divorce appears to be, there are instances when it is a legitimate moral
choice, especially when the physical and/or psychological health and well being of
children is endangered. In some cases, remaining with the abusive spouse enables him or
her to continue the abuse and perpetuates the circle of violence by exposing children to
such an abuse. Sometimes the spouse has the moral obligation to take his or her
Children with him or her and leave the abusive spouse.
Unfortunately, the Roman Catholic family can today be described as dysfunctional, toxic,
or abusive. For decades we have allowed the men who claim to be our shepherds to abuse
us, our sisters and brothers, and our children. The scandal of the sexual abuse of minors
and the even bigger scandal of how it was covered up by a number of our bishops is only
one, even if the most provocative example, of such an abuse. However, even if those
heinous crimes never happened, there exists a pattern of abuse that the “silent giant,”
that is the laity, have tolerated for generations, if not centuries.
By quiet resignation and indifference of the 99% of the Church’s members, the abuse has
been allowed to become accepted as a part of the everyday life of the Roman Catholic
family. Just as for centuries the hierarchy had been persecuting scientists and activists
disagreeing with its geocentric vision of the universe or with its quiet acceptance of
slavery (both coming out of a literal reading of the Bible) – today such persecution is
directed toward women who are refused their right to receive all seven sacraments
including the sacrament of Holy Orders, toward divorced and remarried people, toward
priests who wish to continue their ministry and at the same time pursue the blessings of
married life, toward lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender members of our family, toward
anyone who dares to think and vote contrary to the local bishop’s instruction, toward
hundreds and thousands of people who witnessed their churches being closed and sold in
order to pay for the mistakes of the hierarchy, and toward anyone who is mentioning the
spirit of the Second Vatican Council.
The list of abuses, unfortunately, can continue almost without end. How much longer
can or should the mothers and fathers in our Catholic family silently tolerate such
abuses, and by their indifference enable the abusers? Should we wait until the only ones
who are satisfied with their bishops are their wealthy sponsors and those who prefer the
pre-Vatican II Tridentine Latin Mass and all its trappings to the accessibility of Mass
in the vernacular language?
Will we continue to stand silently as the shepherds who have been entrusted with
guarding and nurturing the flock act more and more like wolves scattering the flock and
driving away many? Do miter and purple vestments authorize anyone to treat us, the
members of the family, in the way you would never allow your children to be treated? All
of us will have to answer these questions sooner or later.
About three years ago I was called upon by you, the family of St. Stanislaus Kostka
Church, to be your shepherd and spiritual leader. After long hours of prayerful
consideration and discernment, I decided in December of 2005 to answer this call of a

sacramentally-starved congregation. The Board of Directors and I were, as we were warned,
excommunicated for basically refusing to let the Parish wither and die.
Today, when our Parish family has doubled in size and is thriving, I am faced with
another canonical penalty, laicization. I was informed that this penal process will be
initiated in my regard due to my “contumacy of schism” and my presence at the ordination
to the priesthood of two women through the Roman Catholic WomenPriest movement. Many
have asked me why I attended that ordination ceremony last November, knowing how delicate
the situation is for both myself and St. Stanislaus Parish. I have only one answer–just
as I could not tolerate the abuse St. Stanislaus Parishioners were suffering three years
ago, I could no longer tolerate the abuse of my sisters. I could not remain indifferent
to the injustice being done to all those women graced by God with the priestly vocation.
I could not remain indifferent to the injustice being done to all of us since we are
deprived of the priestly ministry of such women.
If I am ever to be worthy of the title “Father,” I need to stand beside my sisters, my
brothers, my children and grandchildren, even if it means standing against my spouse, the
Church, that I truly and dearly love otherwise. I believe the time has come for me to
stand tall and say clearly “NON POSSUMUS – I WILL NOT ALLOW THAT TO HAPPEN!”
If I am to be a “father,” for the sake of those entrusted to my care, I have to let the
abusers know that I do not condone disrespect and abuse—physical, spiritual, or
psychological–of members of my family.
This is why your support and the overwhelming vote in favor of my staying here and
implementing the vision I presented to you on February 3rd is so important to me. Because
not all could travel to church on that snowy Sunday, I have decided to put this vision in
writing here. In place of the personal pronoun “I” which I used on February 3rd, I am
using now the plural “We,” since you made clear that Sunday that we indeed share this
vision. Here it is:
1. We firmly believe and affirm all the dogmas and articles of faith of the Roman
Catholic Church. That includes the dogma of Papal Infallibility, as it was proclaimed –
when the Bishop of Rome speaks ex cathedra in union with Catholic bishops throughout the
world. Our disagreement with the hierarchy is not, as some would like you to believe,
about matters of Catholic faith or dogma. Studies of the Church history reveal that, on
matters of Church discipline, there is room for respectful dialogue and different
viewpoints as these elements of discipline sometimes change over time. Unlike the Polish
National Catholic Church, we proudly profess our faith in the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as well as her Assumption.
2. We are a community that worships according to the Western Rite as expressed in the
“Novus Ordo” proclaimed after the II Vatican Council. We love, respect and will continue
our Catholic liturgical heritage.
3. We believe that church leaders should be elected by the people they are to serve, as
it was practiced for several early centuries of Church history.
Pastors should be chosen by the Parishioners of any given Parish, and Bishops should
be chosen by the priests and the laity of any given diocese. St. Ambrose is a wonderful
example of such a practice.
4. We believe that the governance of all the temporal goods (property ownership and
financial resources) of any Parish or Diocese should be in the hands of the people who
constitute that particular faith community and not in the hands of the clergy.
5. We believe that all of the other six sacraments should be potentially available to
all Baptized Catholics. We believe that both men and women, upon careful consideration,
prayerful discernment, and requisite education, should be allowed to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Orders.
6. We believe that diocesan deacons, priests, and bishops should be free to choose their
state of life and be allowed to either marry or lead a chaste, celibate life.
7. We believe that the words of Jesus, repeated at the Consecration prayer during each
Holy Mass, “take this all of you and eat it” and “take this all of you and drink from it”

oblige us to invite all believers to receive Holy Communion. We explicitly welcome all at
the Eucharistic table, with no regard to their race, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, or any other extraneous factor. All who believe in their hearts that Our
Lord Jesus is truly present in the Eucharistic bread and wine are welcome to partake in
this banquet of life.
Contrary to what you might have been told, this vision does not mean that we change our
Roman Catholic faith. It is because of our love for the Roman Catholic Church that we
strive to do our part to make it more just, more charitable, more Christ-like. Moreover,
it is not an issue of promoting a feminist, gay and lesbian, liberal or conservative,
Polish, Irish, African-American, or any other agenda.
For me it is a very simple but fundamental issue of stepping up and accepting the
responsibility that comes from being a “father.” It is an issue of bringing an end to the
abuse of those I love. If it means my excommunication and laicization, so be it. I shall
no longer be silent. So help me God.
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